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John 5. 35. 
He was a burning and a ſhining Light: and 


ye were willing to rejoyce for a Seaſon in 


his Light. 


Y Friends, I need not tell you, that it is a 
VI very Sorrowful Occaſion we come about 
this day; the Sad Countenances, and 

Weeping Eyes, of chis great Afſembly has ſufhci- 
ently prevented me : - Surely all thoſe that have been 
Spectators of this Solemnity, muſt diſcern it is not 
che Funeral of a common Perſon, or at leaſt of one 
whom we did think, not to. be a common Perſon. 
The Inhabitants of Canaan at Jacob's Burial, when they 
ſaw the Mourning in the floor of Arad, ſaid, This u a 
grievour Muurnmg to the Bgyptians, Gen. 50. 11. And 
tuch \ericEtions, no doubt, will be made on chis oc- 
cation : And thoſe that did not know that excellent 
Perlon whole Death we lament, or thoſe that would 
not know him, Will be ready to ſay, Matertam ſuper- 
bat opus, here has been more ado than necds, and it is 
very likely chey will (ay, Ic is rather Lovertoa Party 
than any thing elſe,thar has brought ſo many People 
rogether,and terch d ſo many Tears from their Eyes : 
Whoever think ſo, chey were Strangers to him, 


and ſpeak accordingly. 
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But he was known to ſome of all Parties among(t 
us, and let their Perfwakion be what it will, 1 appeal 
to all cthac knew him, whether 1t may not be truly 
| fatd, A Great Man' is:chis dayfalſen in our 1/rae/ : 
Buc for rhote rhac think no Mart can be Great that 
is not of their Mind, or that has not great Titles, 
Benefices, and Publick Preferments, and luch-like 
Patches of karthly 'Grandure, they are not the Per- ' 
ſons to whom I appeal, having no truc Senſe of 
real Excellency. 

Let Men think what chey pleaſe,not thoſe whom 
we commend: are therefore: approved, 'buc whom 
the Lord commendeth : This Blefled Saint lived 
above both Praiſe and Difpraiſe while he was here 
with ,us ,, and co be ſure neither the one, nor the 
other can reach him now. 

My Buſineſs is with choſe that are left behind, 
it was his deſire ſomething ſhould be ſpoken, for 
the Lnaprovemenc of this Sad Occation ; and I could 
{incerely have wiſhed, the Work had been in ano- 
ther hand, that mighe have better anſwered the Ex- 
peCtations of this great Aſſembly, than I am like 
ro do ; who though always unfit for ſuch Work; 
yet now more eſpecially, when my Spirits labour 
under diſtraCting Sorrows, for the loſs of one of 
the deareſt Friends I had in the World. 

I hope the Text will juſtific me tn what I have 
ſaid, and may farther ſay concerning him ; for it is 

Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's own Commendation of 'Fabn the Baptiſt, 
which abundancly proves that we may give the 
Faichful Servants of God their juſt Praiſes, and 
eſpecially when they are got fafe ro Heaven, where 
our Commendations can neither be an Offence,nor 
a Snare to them. 

In the Verſes foregoing our Bleſſed [ord ſharply 
reproves the Incredulity of the Jews, that would no: 
acknowledge him to be the Meſhah, gorwichſtand- 
ing all the convincing Evidence they had conce rning 
him. Amongſt che reſt; he mentions the Wirnets 
that Jobs bore to thax great'Truth, v. 3 3. which he 
tells chemhe did nor urge;as if he ſtood in necd of 
Humane Teſtimonics,having given them proof of a 
higher Nature ; but he thought fic to put them in 
mind of what John the Baprift had faid ; and rhac 

1. For their Conviction: For (ſays Chriſt) 7: 
ſent unto John, and be bare witneſs to the Truth. You 
believed him to be a Ferſon fit tobe confulred, and 
yet wouid-not receive his report. | 

2, For the greater Honour of fobn the Baptiſt, 
and that he might cake this occatton to commend 
him, obn always ſpoke honourably of Chriſt, and 
Chriſt now {peaks honourably of John; none ſhall 
be loſers by Chrift, they that Honour him he will 
Honour. Though Chriſt necd nor the Teſtimony 
of Man, yet he kindly remembers rhoſe that ſpeak 
well of his Name. 
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In the words we may oblcrve:three things : 
1, What John the Baptiſt was; a Light, that is, 
a Miniſter of Chriſt, a Preacher of 'the Goſpel. 
2. What kind of Miniſter: he was4 a barning and 

« ſhining Light, a well qualified Miniſter. 
3. How he was accepted amongſt the People ; 
le were willing to rejoyce mn him for a Seaſon. A little 
tO all thele. 
1. What 7obn Baptiſt was ; a Light, a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel, the Meſlenger that went before che 
Face of Chriſt, and told the World, that the long 
. expected, One, . the delire of all Nations, was now 
come ; from. this his Ofhce he is called a Light ; 
from whence we learn, the Nature of the Goſpel- 
Miniſtry it 154 Light, Thus our Saviour Matt.5.14: 
Ye are the Light of the World, 
There 1s a peculiar Senſe of the Word, in which 
it is not. to be applied to Miniſters ; John denies 
that he was that Light, but was ſent to bear witneſs 
of that Light. Chriſc is the great Light, the Lux 
Oriensghe Miniſtry Lux Orta; it is in Chriſt as in 
the Sun, in the Miniſcry as in the Stars, or as ina 
Lamp. 
The Goſpel-Miniſtry 1s not called a Light, from 
any Worldly Luſcre that artends it,the beſt Miniſters 
hayvebcen mean and low,and 1l:2hted in the World. 
There is One indeed, thar. pretends to be the great 
Light of the Chiiſtian World, the grand Miniſter 


of 
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of State, and Vicar of Chriſt upon Earth, and has 
arrived to a great degree of outward Splendor, his 
way of ſhining has been to make Kings hold his 
Stirrup, wait at his Gates, and kiſs his Foot; and 
he has been a Burning I ighe coo 1n a very ill Sence, 
his Ambition having kindled thoſe Flames, thar 
have ſent many Bleſſed Souls co Heaven in Chariors 
of Fire, Bur we are allured, this dreadful Comer 
that has blazed fo long, will in due cime fall as 
Lightning from Heaven, while the true fixed Stats 
char now ſeem fo ſmall in compariſon of him, 
ſhall ſrill ſhine, and be the Light of che World. 

There are three things this Metaphor teaches us 
concerning the Goſpel-Miniftry. 

1, Its Heavenly Original ; the great Source and 
Fountain of Light is above us; and ſome tell us 
there 15 no light or heat below, but what has been 
ſome way derived from the great Orb of Light 
above: It is certain the Miniſtry of the Goſpel is 
from Heaven and not of Men ; their Authority is 
from above, Men may point out the Perſons, God 
oives the Commillton, Eph. 4. 11, Ar. the Goſpel 
they preach is from Heaven, 1t Was not-contrived 
inaCell or a Cloyſcer, like the Fables and Fooleries 
ot the Roman Superſcition , but ic 15 the Word 
and Wiſdom of God, Even the hidden 1iſaom which 
God ordained before the World to cur Glory, 1 Cor-2+7, 
To our Glory that preach it, and to yours that hear 

it, 
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{try may be diſcerned by comparing thoſe places 


it, if we preach and hear aright. Some inquiſitive 
Heads have been asking what God was a doing be- 
fore the Creation of the World 2 Himſelf will cell 
you, He was ordaining the Goſpel to gur Glory, 
witich 1s a glorious Ray of his own Etcraal Light; 
And belicye 1t, when Goſpþel-Minitters preach the 


| Word of God, he does as really and certainly ſpeak 


by them, as if you ſhould hear his Voice from 
Heaven, 1 Pet. 1. 19. 

2. Its great Uſefulneſs : The Sun riſes, and Man 
goes forth to his labour, by its light he 15 direCted 
whither to goand what to do: Such 1s the Goſpel- 
Miniſtry, as much as 1t is ſlighted in the World, 
it 15 exceeding uſeful to guide us in the matters of 
our Souls ; this, in the hand of the Spirit, guides 
our Thoughts to judge a right, our AﬀeCtions to 
chooſe well, and leads our Feet into the way of 
Peace; by this we learn to live wiſely and com- 


fortably while we live, and co die ſafely and hap- 


pily when we die. 

And therefore the Miniſtry has been highly va- 
lued, and if God has Mercy for us, 1t will be fo 
again : When Chryſoſtome was to be l1lenced,the Poor 
People flock d together,and cried out, Satus erat, ut 
Fol non luceat, &c. It were better for us the Sun 
ſhould not ſhine, than that Chry/oſtome ſhould not 
preach. The great Uſefulneſs ot a Faithful Mini- 


that 
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that have fuch a Bleftting wich thofe that want it ;. 
where this Light does nor ſhine, how lam encably 
docs the groſleit Ignorance and Impiety abound, che 
firſt Chapter to the Romans will tell us; there the 
Prince of Darkneſs Revels and Rules at his pleaſure, 
but when God ſends a Faichful Miniſtry, there 1s 
uſually a Reformation, ſome converted, others civi- 
Iized, a great many better informed ; Blefled be 
= it has not been without thele Fruics in this 

and much more we hoped for, before the 
or own was removed from us. 

The Goſpel is a thing of general Uſefulneſs, God 
makes this Sun to rife upon the Evil and the Good, 
and lends this Rain upon the Juſt and Unuſt, he 
has not confined it toany particular Nation, but bid 
his Miniſters go forth and preach it to every Crea- 
eure : This Light is free, and ſer up for the ſake of 
others, the Sun ſhines not for it ſelf, the Lamp is 
made for the uſe of Men, and the Office of the 
Miniftry is for a common Good ; they are made 
Chriftiars for cher own advantage, Minitters for 
the good of others ; and all their Miniſterial Qua- 
lifications are for the Church, and not for them- 
ſelves alone, 1 Cor. 3. ult. and they ſpend and con- 
ſume themſelves, while they ſhe to others. 

3. Its Offenſtveneſs ro wicked Men : The light 
1s a Torment to bad Eyes, and hateful to evil Doers, 
Job. 24 13, 17. They are of thoſe that rebel againſt the 
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Light, they know not the ways thereof, nor abide the paths 
thereof, The Morning is unto them as the ſhadows of 
Death : if one know them, they are im the Terrors of the 
ſhadow of Death. From hence proceeds the great 
(Oppoſition that is made againſt the Goſpel, Men 
love darkzeſs rather than light, becauſe thetr Deeds are 
vil, John 3. 19, 20. Every one that doeth evil hateth 
the light, neuther cometh to the light, left his Deeds be 
reproved, Ay, that is the true reaſon, Dr. Preſton 
compares it, to bringing a Candle into a Room 
where Men are doing ſome yillainous thing ; to be 
ſure both the Candle,and he that brings it thall be 
kick'd out of Doors, if they be able co do it. 1 
thought it a remarkable Paſlage, which a worthy 
Miniſter lately cold me, How he having ſome Di{- 
courſe with a Woman that was very Zealous for a 
particular Opinion, perceived all her labour was 
Taid out that way, and that ſhe was very Ignorant 
about the great Concernment of Converſion and 
Regeneration ; and he therefore gave her Mr..4llen's 
Call co the Unconverted ; and atrer a few days ſhe 
brought it him again, and faid, 1 do not like this 
Book, it Judges me, Here is che great Quarrel of 
wicked Men with the Goſpel, it ſhews what they 
are a doing, expoſes and ſhames them, judges and 
condemns them, and they poor Wretches would not 
be tormented before their time; The ſame Contro- 


1 Kings verlic that was between Ahab and Micajah, I hate 
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bim, ſays the wicked King, for he never ſpexks good 
concerning me, but evil ; but that was habs favle, 
and not Micajah's. 

Bur'I proceed to the ſecond Port. 

2. What kind of Miniſter Job»the Baptiſt was ; 
A burning and a ſhining Light ; a Perfon well quali- 
fied for his Office. 

Here are the two general Properties of Light, 
Burning and Shining; Burning s firſt mentioned, 
as that which ſeems more intrinſxcal and effential 
chan Shining ; but take them both together, 'and 
they zell us what are the due Qualfications of a 
Goſpel-Miniſter ; he 1s by his Office a Lzght, and 
ſhould be a burning and a ſhine Light 

i. A Burning Light ; and that includes three 
things, which arc excellent Qualtfhcations of a Mi- 
niſter, Smcerity, Diligence and Fervency. 

1. 4 Burning Light, 182 {1ncere faithful Mniſter ; 
the Farce chat burns 1s real true Fire, and its burn- 
- 4ng proves it tobe ſo; you may paint Fire upon the 
Wall, and it may be made to ſhine, bur it can ne- 
ver burn ; nothing can burn, but true Fire, Such 
a one was John the Baptiſt, a {mcere faichful Ser- 
vant of our Lord Jeſus, his Humilicy and his Self- 
denial proved his Stncerity ; when the People fol- 
lowed him in Multitudes, and all cook htm for a 
greatProphet, and even Herod himſelf feared him, 


fleſhly Wiſdom would have called this a brave 
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opportunity to ſet up for himſelf: The People 
asked him, Art thou that Prophet ? meaning the 
Meſliah, and were ready to have owned him, and 
proclaimed him, if he had ſaid he was; buthertells 
chem plainly, he was not ; he confeſſed and denied 
not, but conteſled, I am nor the Chriſt : Nay, he 
farther aſſures them, he was not worthy to unty 
the Latcher of the Meſſiahs Shoes : Hc was glad 
to ſee that Chriſt had more Diſciples than himſelf, 
and was willing to decreaſe, that Chriſt might in- 
creaſe ; theſe were undeniable Evidences of Since- 
rity. And how delirable a Qualification is this, 
in a Miniſter, to be hearty and fincere in love to 
Chritt, and to the Souls of Men, like Timothy, na- 
turally caring for their State : It becomes Minitters 
to prove themſelves, as to their Sincerity ; when 
Peter was a ſending out on the Paſtoral Work, our 
Saviour tries him, Simon, Sor of Jonas, loveſt thou 
mes and again, loveſi thou me, and a third time, and 
when Peter could from his Heart ſay, Tea, Lord, thou 
knoweſt that I love thee ; then ſays Chriſt, Go and feed 
my Sheep. We ſhould put our ſelves upon the trial, 
and fo go forthto feed the Flock of Chriſt. Cer- 
tainly an Hypocricical Miniſter is the worſt Hypo- 
crite 1n the World, and moſt like to him chat tran(- 
forms himſclf into an Angel of | ighc for his own 
ends: The Apoſtle compares a Perſon, that has the 
tugheſt Gifts, but is without Charity (chat is, true 
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love to God, and to Men for God's ſake) to a 
ſounding Braſs and a cinkling Cymbal, a Muſical 
Inſtrumenc ; a Skiltul Hand may pleaſe himſelt, 
and delight others, with playing on it, but the In- 
ſtrument it ſelf is a fen(lefs lifelefs ching, and has 
no Senſe or Pleaſure therein: So God may make 
uſe.of an Hypocritical Miniſter, and his Gifts, to 
comfort and refreſh the Souls of others ; bur the 
Man himſelf has no Benefit, nor Comfort, to himſelf 
thereby: It's a happy thing when the Minitterial 
Light, is a burning Light, True and Sincere ; Paul 
rook comfort 1n this when envious Men accuſed 
him, 2 Cor. 1. 12. Our rejoycing ts this, the Teſtimony 
of our Conſcience , that in Simplicity and Godly Since- 
rity, not with, &c, he was {1ncere in Heart, and (in- 
cere in his Workywt walking in Craftineſs, nor handling + Cx: , 
the Word of God deceitfully : And elſewhere, For we 
are not as many that corrupt the Word of God, but as of 
Stncerity, but as of God, m the ſaht of God ſpeak w: 
in Chriſt, 2 Cor, 2. 17. 

2. A Burning Light, is a diligent aCtive Minitter ; 
Fire is a very aCtive thing,and its Burning is its ACt1- 
vity; it 1s always working on it felt, or ſomething 
elſe; and therefore a burning Light 1s a tit Emblem 
for a diligent Miniſter, that 1s 2 ne at work cicher 
upon others or himſelf. Such a one was Febn the 
Bapciſt, his hands were always full, as we may ob: 
ſerve, from what 1s (aid of his Preaching and Bap- 

C9 tzing 


i Cor.13.1. 


I'2 


A Funeral Sermon | 


Joh. 8. 57- 


tizing ſo many. Mat. 3. 5. Then went:om #0 him all 
Judea ad Jeruſalem, and at the region about Jordart, 
and were baptized of him, caufeſſmg their fins. All this 
could noe be done, withour abundance of ]a- 
bour. | 

This holy Diligence is required of every Mini- 
{ter, and without this, it 1s impoſhble tor us to 
give up our Account with Joy ; tis a very Solemn 
Charge, that Pau/ gives ts Timothy, the Lord write 
it on all our Hearts, 2 Tim. 4. 1, / charge thee, be- 
fore God and the Lord Jeſu Chriſt, who ſhall judge the 
quick, and the dead at his appearmg, and his Kengdom : 
Preach the Word, be inſtant, m ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon ; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-ſuffering and do- 
&rine. It 1s a ſharp Reprimand God gives to floath- 
tul Miniſters, Iſa. 56. 10. They are dumb Dogs, that 
camot bark, ſleeping, Iymg down, loving to ſlumber. 

The great Shenherd of the Sheep, has left us a 
Pattern of unwearied Diligence, he was always a- 
bout his Father's buſineſs, and it is obſervable, the 
Jevrs ſpoke of him as if they took him to be near 
50 Years old, when he was not much above 30o'; 
and fome give this reaſon for it, That with con- 
ſtanc Labours he had ſo macerated his Body, that 
he looked to be many Years older then he was. It 
was an excellent Perſon, that writ upon his' Clo- 
fer-door, Miniſter verbt es, hoc age, Thou art a Mi- 
niſter of God's Word. Mind it. 
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3- A burning Light, 15 4 fervent zealous Mini- 
ſter ; there's heat as well as light. Such a ane 
Jobs, the Baptish certainly was 3 obſerve his Zeal in 
reproving the Phartices and Sxlducers, . who were 
perſons that had a very bigh opinion of themſelves, 
and cherefore would be very impatient of a juſt 
Repvoof, Mat. 3. 7, 8- Nay, he {pared not Herod 
himſelf, but withttood him tor his Face, and that 
for his darling Sin. And. this zealous Preacher, 
made zealous Hearers, and revived that old Spiric 
of Godlinef, that had heen fv. ſong languithing 
amongſt the Jews, as 1 gathcr from Mat. 11. 12; 
From the time of John the Baptiſt, wal new, the 
Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth vilence, and the vile 
take it by force. Betore Johy's Preaching, Men were 
grown cold. and careleſs in the Matters of the King- 
dom of Heaven ; but, by his warm Preaching, he 
thawd and melted a frozen Generation, and they 
had been warm ever f{ince, the impreſhons were 
{tt} upon them when Chriſt ſpoke thoſe words, 

Thus is very neceſſary and highly commendable, 
co ſce a Miniſter warm and fcrious in Praying, 
Preaching, in all che parts of his Work, doing it 
with all his Heare and with all his Mind. And 
without this Zeal, the Goſpel preached, ſeldom 
rriofits 3 Flame kingles Flame, but a carclefs cold 
Spirit 4n ſuch a Work, makes more Atheiſts chan 
Converts, Fervent Preachers are the Men that 

God 
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God uſually bleſſes,and owns co be his Miniſters, Iſa 


62.6. I have ſet Watchmen upon the Walls, O Jeruſalem. 
We!il,whar kind of Men arethey that God ſets upon 
the Walls ? Why, they are ſuch as ſhall never hold 
ther peace, day nor mght, &c. |t was the commen- 
dation of Apollos, That he, being fervent in Spirits 
ſpoke and taught diligently che things of the Lord, 
Paul could part with che Church of Epheſus more 
comfortably , becauſe he-could fay, T hat, by the 
ſpace of three Years, he had not ceaſed tro warm 
every one with Tears. It 1s worth our while to 
obſerve with what fervency he perſwades men, 
Rom. 12. 1. 1 beſeech you therefore , by the Mercies of 
God, &c. And Phil. 2. 1. If there be therefore any 
Conſolation in Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, if any 
Fellowſhip of the Spirit , ' if any Bowels and Mercies, 
fulfil ye my Joy, that ye be like-minded. He pleads 
as one that would take no denial. He that writes 
the Life of good Mr. Hzeron, tells us, He uſed to 
quicken himſelf to his Work, by writing on his 
Notes and Books %i>»9,, be thou zealous. Of all 
Perſons, a Miniſter of the Goſpel had need to 
learn that word by Heart ; not {loathful in Buſt- 
neſs, but fervent in Spiric, ſerving the Lord. So 
much for the firſt part of the CharaCter, 4 Burn- 

ng Light, Miniſterial Graces, 
2, He was a ſhining Light, one that had Mini- 
ſterial Gifts, as well as Graces ; ſo ſome diſtin- 
guiſh 
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oviſh betwixe burning and ſhining : Bur, with- 
out too much nicety, I ſuppoſe three things are 
included in this Phraſe, Judiciouſneſs, Plainneſs, 
Exemplarinefs, 

1. 4 ſhining Light, is 4 judicious Miniſter ; che 
Light which he hulds forth co ochers, ſhines in- 
wardly on his own mind, as we have it in 2 Cor. 
4. 6. For God who commanded the light to ſhine out 
of darkneſs, hath ſhined into our Hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God m the Face of 
Fifw Chriſt. Thole are molt like co inſtruct others, 
that have been 1inlightened chemſelves : This was 
forctold of John the Baptiſt , that he ſhould be a 
perſon of great wiſdom. Luke 1. 15, He ſhall be 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt ; he ſhall go before 
him in the Spirit and Power of E/tzas : And Chriſt 
| lays of him, Among them that are born of Women, there Mu. «1 
hath not riſen a greater than John the Baptiſt. Ir is '* 
very much to be delired, that every Scribe were 
well inſtructed in the things of the Kingdom, a 
Workman that nceded not co be aſhained, righely 
dividing the Word of Tiuch ; bur ſuch as theſe 
have been always rare in the Church of God, and 
the want of them, has given occaſion to the Ene- 
my to ſow Tares. It was Timtys Honour and 
Happineſs, chat from a Child he was acquainted 
wich the Holy Scriptures, 2 Epbef. 3. 15, 16. And 
he reaped 7twotold adyantage by it, the one Per- 
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ſonal, he was* thereby tmade' wife ro Salvation ; 
the other Miniſterial, for thereby the Man of God 
15'throughly furniſhed unto all Good Works. 

. Where a diſcerning Spirit, and a great Acquaim- 
tance with Scripture rmeet together,: there you have 
the judicious Miniſter : 1 have often thought of 
what [ once heard from an excellent aged Miaifter, 
at whoſe Fcet this our dear Brother for ſome ®:ine 
fare, fpetking of acquainrance with Scripture, he 


Taid, 1 thank God for what ſhare of Humane Learning 


1 have had, but 1 atue it not of a Straw, compan- 


ſon of that little acquantance God has vrven me with 


his Holy Word. A ound jadicions Mmiſter, is a 
a great Bleſlng to che Church ; for want of ſuch 
ſhmirg Lights, many crude and corrupt Opinions 
have been raught for DuCtrines, and the Blind lead 
the Blind, and, wichour infiriice cv, both are 
ke to fall mro'the Ditch, 

2. A ſhining Light, $a plum convincing Preacher; 
one that has the gifr of utterr1ce and cm expres 
himſelf clearly, and to the caparity of the meaneſt 
hearer;z ſuch a one was this John the Baprift, ob- 
ſerve how plainly and roundly he deals with the 
People, Mat. 3. Some perſons have tolerable good 
Conceprtions, but wrap them up in fuch cloudy 
anhappy Phraſes, as if they ſtudied, nor to be un- 
detſtood : Pal makes ir one pf the Qualifications 
of a Goſpel-miniftex, hit he be aainnt, apt to 


reach. 


 Preached at W arwick, &>c. 


reach.” Thus is a great gift of God, and aſvally i 
accompanies a good clear Judgment : The ror on 
the Engraving 1s upon the Seal, the clearer will the 
Impreſlon be upon the Wax ; and uſually the more 
fully we underſtand a ching, che more plainly we 
can exprels our ſelves abour it. 

A Miniſters Light ſhould ſhine to all round 
about, and not be pent up in the dark Lanthorn 
of uncouth Expreſſions. What the Apoltle fays, 
aboue ſpeaking in an unknown Tongue, holds truc 
here ; for unintelligible Engliſh, is as much an 
unknown TI ongue, as any toreign Language what- 
loevet, 1 Cor: 14; 8,'g. If the Trumpet give an un”: 
certain ſound, who ſbal prepare himſelf to the Battel # 
So likewiſe youg, except you utter by the Tongue words 
eaſre to. be underflood , how ſhall it be known what 
ſpoken 2 for ye ſhall ſh ak into the air, The Meſlage 
which we bring 15 {o great and good, we need not 
ſtand ſo much upon fine unuſa] Phraſes. 2 Cor. 

. 12, Seeing then we have ſuch hope , we uſe preat 
lanf of ſpeech. Aclear convincing way of Preach- 
ing, by irong Scriptural Reaſon, a Natural Me- 
thod, plain and apt Words, is certainly the beſt 
for all ſorrs of Hearers, and 1s as grateful ro the 
Judictous, as it 1s profitable to the Ignorant. 

3. 4 ſhming Light, is an Exemplary Miniſter, 
whoſe Converſation ſhines as well as his DoCtrine ; 
Jobn was a perſon of great ſtrictnels of Life, ar 4 
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wichour this, none can be truly excellent ': Ir ische 
great unhappine(s of the Church of God; that 
chere are {0 many called Minitters, that fet up 8 
lictle light by cheir Preaching, and chen proefejitly 
extinguiſh it , by unbecoming actions. Miniſters 
would be a Pattern to the Flock, 1 Tim. 4. 12, 
Paul, at his parting with the Bpbejians, appcals to 
chem, le know from the day that 1 came into" AIR, af- 
ter what manner 1 have been with you at all fanſons; 
ſerving the Lord with all bunality of mud, Our-'Sa- 
viour charges his Diſciples, that fince they were, 
by cheir Holy Calling, to be the Light- of che 
World, they ſhould ler their light fo Hine before 
Men, chat others, {ceing their good works, might 
yore God. Its a brave thing to ſee Miniſters 
> Preach and fo Live, as that the very 'Enemy 
thall be forced to ſay \ Theſe are the Servants of the 
Lrving God, which y 4h unto Men the Way # f* S 7 
ton, 
o proceed to the third thing, 

How John the Bapuſt was accepted among(t 
an People, le were willing for a Seaſon to rejoyce tn 
his Light: Wherein we tec, = 

Their AfcCEtion towards him; You were 
willag © rejoyce in him. A faithful Miniſter 1s 
co be received with Joy, / as one of" the greateſt 
Bleſſings in the World ; the Meſſage -which ey 
bring, 1s of ſuch high concernment to the Sou 

of 
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of Men, that we ſhould all fay, Bleſſed be be that 


comes to-u8 in the Name of the Lord. 

2. The limitation of it, Ye were willing for 4 
ſeaſon to rejoyce un un. Thus may be applied, either 
ro their afteCtion tro hum, or their enjoyment of 
him ; and ſo may be taken cither, 

1. As their fault, as if he ſhould fay, Ac firſt 
you ſeemed to be very fond of Zohn, to rejoyce in 
him, and to flock after him 3 but your kindnefs 
was but for a ſeaſon, when you ſaw that he was 
not approved of by your great Men, and that he 


turned his Back upon the grandure of the World, 


you changed your minds and {lighted him. If chis 


the meaning , ut was ſpoken to their ſhame, ' 


that they, who flockd after him ſo much ar firſt, 
ſhould ſoon grow weary of him ; and yet he was 
not the only Miniſter that has been fo ſerved, Paul 
tells the Ga/atzans how he had obſerved a great 
change in their Countenances towards him, Gal. 4. 
14, 15, Where is then the bleſſedneſs you ſpake 
of ? For I bear you record, if it had been poſſible 
you would have. pluck d out your own Eyes and 
given them. to me. Am [I therefore become your 
Enemy, becauſe I cell you the truth ? Chriſt him- 
ſelf was ſometimes mightily followed, and ſome- 

times left almoſt alone. 
2, As their loſs, 4. d. you were willing to ve- 
Joyce in him for his ſeaſon, but it was but a very 
D 2 ſhore 
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ſhort ſeaſon that he ſtay d with you'; Fobn had his 
Day, and he burned and ſhined in it, but a Night 
ſoon came, and then his Light and your Joy went 
Out aj are" ſometimes what we molt rejoyce 
in, 15 ſoonelt gone from us. How comes this to 
ou ? Why, 
. Thoſe chat attain to a great deal of Grace in 
« little time, are ſooneſt gone ; for when God's 
mak; 1s finiſhed in them, why ſhould they (tay any 
longer here ? God keeps his Servants in the outer 
Court, till he has dreſs d them 'up and made them 
meet to enter into the holieſt, and then he' opens 
the Door and takes them in : And if we lee, that 
they arc ſoon ready, we need not wonder if they 
be ſoon gone; When we ſec one Grace added to 
another, and the Soul abounding in them all, we 
may expect a ſpeedy entrance will be 2dminiſtred 
ro them into the Kingdom, 2 Pet. 1. 1 1. 

2. Thoſe that have done a great deal of work 
in a lictle time, are ſooneſt gone ; for when their 
work 1s done, what ſhould hinder them from their 
reſt ? If God's work be finiſhed in them, and their 
work finiſhed for God , there is nothing further 
to be done here, and God will not keep them from 
their home. 

Sometimes, an' unkind World helps them for- 
ward by its malice, and ſends them ſooner to their 
Father's Houſe, howbeit it meaneth not ſo. 

Thus 
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Thus I have ſet before you, the lively-Pourtrat- 
Cture of a Goſpel-Mimiſter, 4 burnmg and a ſhmng 
Light , > 7 10 for a.ſeaſon and then gemoved. 
An, upright, diligent, \zealous Miniſter, 14 burning 
Light : And a judicious, convincing, exemplary 
Preacher, 4 ſhining Light, 

Such a one John was ;z ſuch a one. every Mini- 
{ter of che Goſpel ſhould: be... But have we any 
ſuch among(t us now, 1n this degenerate Age, in 
thele parts of the World ? 

My. kriends; We, had once not: longago';o but 
now we have loſt him, and this Day \we are la+ 
menting the Death of ſuch a one as has been de- 
ſcribed ; certainly. this CharaCter ſuited him as 
well, as if 1t. had been made for him but: he has 
lett us and our ſeaſon of enjoying him, and rejoy- 
cing in, him is now over. 

] appeal to you that knew: hun : 

. Was he not a-Burmng Light 2: had: he not a 
large meaſure of Miniſterial Graces ? did you ever 
know a perſon chat gave greater evidence 'of- his 
Sincertty, both living and dying 2 Such Humility, 
with ſuch ugh Attainments, 1 ſcarcely know where 
to find, now he 15 gone. How have I heard him, 
when he has been to Preach, humbling himſelf be- 
fore the Lord ! Who am 1, chat: I ſhould fpeak 
in thy. Name, to a great Congregation ! , 
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And, [tho his whole Life was free from any 
remarkable. bleruſh , yet, when he came to die, 
how deeply was he humbled !. His own Words 
werey t-bave been, for {ume Days paſt, endeavouring 
to get 1126 great Work done ;. (1 believe he meant, Re- 
new1ug his Repentance and his Covenant) And,fays 
{avsiey :2t bas been a Time to bring to remembrance, | 
have not carried it towards my God as 1 ſhould have 
done ; but he has humbled me to the Duſt, and, through 
his infomte Mercy, and the Merits of my dear Saviour, 
1. have great bope, and that -com fort whnch 1 would not 
be' without for ten Worlds. 1 hope the Work was dont 
before, but 1 thought it beſt, to go rownaly to work with 
my Soul ; and God has grven me the comfort of tt. 
And, to one that ſtood by, Ob, Sir ! us a great 
theng to ſtand upon the brink of one World, ready to paſs 
into another, and have Comfort tn ſuch an Hour. Ma- 
ny things might be obſerved, both in his Life and 
Death, 'which ſhewed- him to be an 4ſrae/te in- 
deed, in whom there was no guile. 

. Was he not a diligent Miniſter, 1 had almoſt 
ſard, too diligent ; or, perhaps, we might have en- 
joy tlhim longer ? His great Labours amongſt you, 
will witneſs for him, tho' he was with you in 
much weakneſs of Body, almoſt ever ſince he came 
amongſt you, yet he ſcem'd to forget it, when he 
was in his Work; and when ſome Relations ad- 
yifed to deſiſt, and retire into the Country, he 

would 
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would ſay, If 1 fbautd(do\ ſo, (and;it- ould be 4 rkiit” | 
to:proling my Life, what good would my-Lifd 5 me, if | 
{ſhould be uſeleſs 2 And 1 cannor- forget, how, 
when'I lately-cold him, -whar 4 worthy Miniſtet 
ſaid to me, That be had advifed him-thite Wexts to, 
to lay afide his Miniſtry, amd betake himſelf to the Stu- 
dy of Phyſick, or ſomething that! his Conſtitution would 
better bear. He quickly, plied, 1 woufd not bave' | \ 
done 1t for ten Lives. Ant would fay; Iam ſenfeble, | 
if 1 had nit been engaged in the Miniſtry, I might have 
lived longer ; but 1,do' not repent, 'for 1 would rather | * 
lrve bur -balf a Life in the Workof the Miniſtry, than a D 
whole Life in any other: Employment. 
- I appeal to you, Was he not a fervent vealous 
Preacher ? Tis true, he aftefted not "an artificial 
Fervour; or viſkbindinn Vive $\-youl ſhould'ne- 
ver perceive his Thoughts! in'a: hurry, or Spirits'in 
a violent agitation'; - bug he'always' ſpoke wirtr a 
tweet; ferious; warmch ob:8ptticy/ that melted the 
Hearts: of chearers \, and: likely geticler' Shower; 
drenched deeper chant a violene Seo Word dos 

1:2, Was he noc a fhining [Lighe 7» Whhar Mihi- 
(ternal Giftazas chero wanQuoglilh Hinvt Pfudicious, 
above any-otihis |Ycars, #hutl$(overikhbiy $5 where 
you had. a happy conjundtibn of ayer) greht Nuite 
of, :Huanne) Loaming'and mitimate- Acqnajntatice 
with rhe ares! and/Mytorie” tle Ring- 
dom ; 'and'the(s! Jewels: were” ſetiin Ub Ring of 


quick 
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| __ and ſolid Iogeny..;.1 I 'inted no other witneſs, 


n the Experience of thoſe that converſed' with 


| him, and choſe weighty! Sermons and Expoſitions 


he deliyered/from ths Place, in which you ſhould 
hear nothing bug what deſerved.to:be writ: in Let- 
ters of, Gold, and laid up for ever. 

Clear and plain in what ' ſpoke; .che moſt 
happy, Man-.in exphoſling gtcac chirigs 1g1 an col1e 
proper\Phraſc,-thas;; ever 1 ok 3.4 Child might 
ating him, ap che. greateſt Divine would 
lee; cauſe to admire | it,, And. might. we be 1o hap+ 
PY,,as.to receive his: Labaurs from the. Preſs,. I am 
perſwaded they would beras.acceptable things; to 
all ſerious ſerſhble Chriſtians, ,of what Party \ſo- 
ever, as. have been, ſent, abrqad: theſe many Years. ': 

And that which er9wriicds ally Helwas very exem- 
plary, both as a Minſter, and a: Chriſtian; and'1 
may appeal to;this Place ; where he has ſpent al- 
moſt tour Years, \What one thing they. ever law. 
in. him, that was pnbecoming ? He: was'andther 
Demetrius, "that Ne bak @-good- Report"of. a1} 'Men, 
yea, and 4 of che Truth ic ſelf 5 and we alſo bear re- 
cord, and ye know chat-qur Record i strue, 3 Epiſt. 
obn 12, + And moſt. own it ; his'Lot was caſt 
amongſt a People'of that, civility, char, notwith- 
ſtanding differens Perſw all of _—_ as uu 
as I ve heard; hay tone, hi 
carry it reſpe&tfully' to--him while ” joed, Tod 
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to ſpeak honourably of him now he is gone. 

| this he was, and much more might be ſaid, 
but I forbear ; bleſſed be God, that has given ſuch 
Grace to Men, and ſo clear a Confutation of all 
the Calumnics of an Acheiſtical Ape, as if Reli- 
gion were but a cunningly deviſed Fable, and the 
Miniſtry a meer Trade to live by, Here was one, 
that lived up to the Goſpel-Rules while he lived, 
and could cheartully cruſt to Goſpel-Promiſes when 
he died. 

Let me add a word or two of Advice to thoſe 
that remain, and I have done. 

1. To you, the Sorrowful Relations of this 
blefled Saint, I confeſs, I could better tell how 
to fit down and mourn with you, than comfort 
you under this great Afiction ; and yer, I beſeech 
you, remember, the time is ſhort, it remains, that 
they that weep ſhould be as if chey wept not ; 
God has greatly honoured you, in giving you fuch 
a Son, ſuch a Brother ; if God tid not think him 
too good for you, you have no reaſon to think 
him too good for God ; he has left a World, 
wherein there were few or none, but what were 
beneath him in Holineſs ; he's gone to Company 


ſuicable for him. Yet a lictle while, and you fee 


him not ; and again, a little while, and you ſhall 
\ fee him: When God has finiſhed his Work in 
you, you ſhall be wich him where he is. Donor 
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ſay, when you return, You have left your dear Re- 
lation behind you in the Duſt ; it's he thats gone 
to his Native Country , and has indeed left you 
behind ; he is well, he is where he would be; re- 
member, he ſmiled as he was going, and told 
you, Tho be loved you dearly , he could freely leave 
you ; and ſweetly ſaid, his dying Aﬀetttons towards 
you were not weaker , but ſtronger than before : Bur 
they were overcome by ſtronger AﬀeCtions of ano- | 
cher Nature. 

2. To my Reverend Brethren in the Miniſtry, 
Here we have both an Occaſton of Sorrow,and the 
faireſt Pattern for our imitation ; God has weakned 
our ſtrength in the way, by ſhortning his days. 
He was a true lover of his poor. Brethren ; the 
moſt of us fell ſo far ſhort of him, and we rejoy- 
ced and thought our ſelves happy in him ; he was 
the Glory of the Diſſenting Miniſtry in Warwick- 
ſhire. Let us all be reaching at his Mantle ; it will be 
worth our moſt earneſt Endeavour, to get his Spi- 
11t both in Preaching and Living : He knew what 
he ſaid, that wiſhed rather for the Divine Elo- 
quence of Azguſiine, than the Empire of uguſtus ; 
and he deſerves not the Name of a Miniſter, that 
would not chuſe the Miniſterial Gifts of this ex- 
cellent Perſon, before the beſt Preferment in: the 
Kingdom. I remember what I once heard from 


our Dear Brother, when one was thanking him 
for 
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for a Sermon, and faid innocently, God had made 
him an excellent Preacher ; he modeſtly refuſed the 
CharaQter, ſaying, Llar, 1 am ſenſible | fall far 
ſhort of « good Preacher ; but this, through Grace, | 
can ſay, 1 woild rather be a good Preacher , than « 
Prince. 

My Brechren, cho 1 have not been many Years 
amongſt you , yet I have lived co bury four aged 
worthy Miniſters in chis County ; and now God 
has begun to break in upon che young ones; the 
Lord help us to work S harder ; becauſe fewer 
hands are now at work, let us not be floathful, 
but followers of thoſe, that, through Faith and 
- Patience, inheric che Promiſes. God 1s making the 


Glory of Zaceb thin ; it is time for us to look tor. 17 4, 
our Maker, and to have reſpe& to the Holy One of * 7 


Iſrael. We axe as when one has gathered the Sum- 
mer Fruits, our choiceſt ones are removed from us ; 
the louder Call have we to greater diligence. 

3. Whar ſhall I ſay to this broken Congrega- 
tion, that is as a Flock without a Shepherd ? I 
am diſtreſſed for you, and a hearty ſharer in your 
Loſs and Grief : Sufter a Word of Exhorta- 
tion, 

- 1. Thank God, that fet up ſuch a Burning 
and Shining Light in your Candleſtick ; that ever 
you had ſuch a Miniſter ; it was a Special Provi- 
dence that brought him amongſt you ; a ſtranger 
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to you ; brought fo far fron arongſt RYltions 
and Friends, chat highly eſteemed him, and wete 
loach to part wich him-3 if greater offers of our- 
ward encouragement could have kept him there, 
you had never enjoyed hirm 5 but God' ſent him to 
you ; and you were accounted a happy People, 
while you had him, by all that knew him: You 
were the Envy of other Places and Congregation 

much larger than your own ; but here God fixe] 
him, and he was well pleaſed with it ; here he 
burned and ſhined, till he had ſpent the Oyl of 
Life : Bleſs God, chat ever you ſaw hitn : Remem- 
ber him now he is gone 3 he taught you many ex- 
cellent DoCtrines, learn them ; you received many 
luicable DireEtions fron him, live them over now 
he is dead; you heard many ſerious and weighty 
things from him in private Diſcoorſe', conſider 


. them well ; you ſaw many excellent, things in his 
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Converſation, go you arid do Tikewiſe thoſe, rhings 
which" $vu ha've hath learned, ant rected,” tld heard, 


_ and ſern'in him, do, 'and the God of peace ſpall be with 


Jour. | 


2, Enquire how't comes t6 paſs,” that you have 
loſt him ſo ſoon. God 1s contending with this 
Town : You have feen yout Houſes laid it Aſhes, 
and-now God' les tttade his bwti Houfe to fhake 
among(tyot'; God gtant' that thay tior fall c60, 
Remember your Miniſter's wotds, Hear the Rod 

| and 
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and whd has appomted- it : 

F know many of youare greatly tobe tommend> 

| ed.; you rejoyced in your faithful Paſtor, not for & . 
ſeaſon Only, but as long as you erjjoyed hitth, he v 

= \fſenſible of your tender. reſpe&;/and owned ir as 

Mercy of God to him'z his words were, 1 bleſs God 
for ſomey and'1 pray for ab. ena nonorhcls 

But: haye you improved ih practical-Religiqn, 

| 


ſuitably to what you have enjoyed ? You ktrow, 
Sirs, 1t was not Zeal for a Party and for controvert- 
ed Opinions, that he called youto, bur ſubſtantia], 
| powerful Godlineſs in Heart and Life, without plar- 
tiality, without hypoctifie 3 it is in chis therefore 
that you muſter your proficing appear unto all Meh: 
You muſt in your fphere, burn atidl Ntthe roo, chat 
« may-appear, he did not ſpend his Eight itt vath 
amonglt you ; ſhew forth ſuch 'a Sparit, ſuch x 
| Lifey:as that which he ſperit amongſt you was,” 
' © Leewhat God give you itt itn 'efigdge yu tr 
prize'the Goſpel, and to eficeft#ih it (tilt arfrotreſt 
you, in that purity of Adminiſtrations you have en- 
joyed. Now | think I may boldly call you to it ; 
» Sonic of youi were ſtrangers to this Way, when your 
-- departed Miniſter firſt came among(t; you ; bur 
ngw, you know, it is not what fome others have 


been pleaſed to repreſen it, and if you (1.0uld now 
| withdraw from it, you caſt a great reflection upon 
your Miniſter that's gone, as if you loved him fo 
lictle, that you do not deſire another. If 
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If you hunger and chirſt after your Spiritual 
Food, you may ſtill enjoy it, and the ſame Go- 
= hs you have not che ſame Minilter ; let not 

Lamp. of your Profeſſion and. your Zeal ex- 
pie with your Miniſter's Life ; your; Conſciences 
muſt cell you, 'tis a good Cauſe and a good Way ; 
the Lord God of Gods he knows, and. Bag/and ſhall 
know, that it is not for Sedition or Faction, that 
we meet here : You know \ nothing bas been preach- 
ed amongſt you, but che Word of Truth:and So- 
bernels, therefore be not aſhamed of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and be ſure you do not prove a Shame and 


| Reproach to it. I conclude with the Words of 


dying Mr. Belton to his Children, when they ſtood 
weeping. about him : [ charge you, That noze- of you 
dare to meet me, at the great Day, in an unconverted 
State, Oh! Remember what your Miniſter: has 
ſaid, time after time, concerning the Neceſlity of 
Serious Converſion to God , and do not dare: to 
meet him, at that Day, in an unconverced Scate. 


